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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THK 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1909. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
QUARRY  RANK  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Genti.emen, 


In  this  leport  I  sliall  follow  the  general  plan  adopted  in 
lormer  years. 

To  properly  appreciate  the  remarks  in  the  body  of  the 
Report  It  IS  essential  that  the  tables  at  the  end,  prescribed 
bv  the  Local  Government  Board,  the  County  Council  and  the 
Home  Office  should  be  carelully  perused.  Table  1.  (L.G.B.) 
IS  pai  ticularly  instruct!  ve  as  it  gives  a  comparison  with  the 
returns  of  the  preceding  ten  years.  To  draw  deductions  from 
troni  the  statistics  of  any  two  years  amongst  so  small  a  popula¬ 
tion  as  that  of  Quarry  Bank  is  obviously  unjust,  however 
re.iable  it  may  be  for  such  populations  as  those  of  London  or 
tngland,  but  their  value  greatly  increases  when  a  number  of 
years  is  shewn. 


hrom  the  statistical  standpoint  1909  shews  a  lapse  from 
the  high-water  mark  of  190^'  and  1907,  and  the  death-rates 
appioach  closely  the  averages  of  the  previous  ten  years. 


There 
ing  Cough 
Enteric  I' 
spicuoiisly 


have  been  severe  outbreaks  of  Measles  and  W'hoop- 
,  and  moderate  ones  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Influenza, 
ever,  Diphtheria  and  Diarrhcea  have  been  con- 
absent. 


I  he  compulsory  notification  of  certain  cases  of  Pulmonary 
uberculosis  (Public  Health  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1908) 
came  into  force  on  January  ist,  1909. 


G 


MuniCAIi  OFFICEIi'a 


Population. 


Piirths  and 
Deatlis. 


Measles. 
Ifi  Death.s. 


Apai  t  from  this  there  have  been  no  fresh  sanitary  enact¬ 
ments,  absolute  or  adoptive,  put  into  force  in  your  district. 

1  he  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  has  not  yet  been 
adopted. 

I  he  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  which 
can  be  adopted  entirely  or  in  parts  has  many  points  to 
recommend  it,  but  has  not  yet  been  adopted. 

An  important  memorandum  on  “  Closure  of  and  e.xclusion 
from  Schools  was  issued  jointly  in  September,  1909,  by  the 
chief  Medical  Officers  of  the  Local  Government  Board  and  the 
Boartl  of  Education. 

A  Veterinary  Officer  has  been  appointed. 

The  outstanding  evdl  in  your  district  is  the  presence  of  so 
many  privy  middens,  and  no  efforts  should  be  spared  to  effect 
their  extinction. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  population  in  April  1901  was  6912  and  the  estimated 
population  for  the  middle  of  1909  was  7075.  On  this  estimate 
the  statistics  of  this  report  are  based. 

The  statistics  relating  to  these  are  contained  in  Tables  I, 
II,  and  V.  (L.G.B.)  appended  to  this  report. 

The  birth-rate  is  very  much  below  the  average,  and  with 
the  exception  of  that  of  1906,  is  the  minimum  record  for  the 
district. 

The  death-rate  on  the  other  hand,  is  above  the  average. 
The  increase  is  due  almost  entirely  to  the  deaths  from 
measles. 

This  disease  made  its  appearance  in  April,  and  so  far  as 
could  be  ascertained  was  imported  from  Cradley  Heath. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  chief  medium  for  its  spread  is 
school  attendance  of  young  children,  and  to  check  this  as 
much  as  possible  the  joint  memorandum  of  the  Medical 
Officers  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion  issued  in  September,  gives  express  direction  as  to  the 
mode  of  procedure  in  the  event  of  measles  occurring  among 
school  children. 
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Briefly  stated  tlie  leading  principles  of  this  are  :  — 

1.  — Measles  is  practically  always  transmitted  by 
persons  suffering  from  the  disease,  seldom  by  means 
of  contacts,  clothing  or  food,  &c. 

2.  — A  person  who  has  had  measles,  seldom  contracts  it 
a  second  time,  and  is  therefore  unlikely  to  introduce 
it  into  a  school. 

3.  — Most  children  over  seven  years  of  age,  and  therefore 
who  are  no  longer  in  the  Infant  School  have  already 
had  measles. 

4-— School  Infants  (children  under  seven  years  of  age) 
are  therefore  both  more  likely  to  contract  and  to 
convey  it. 

5‘ — Measles  has  an  incubation  period  of  from  12  to  14 
days,  and  all  infants  who  have  been  in  contact  with 
a  case  are  to  be  regarded  as  likely  to  contract  the 
disease,  and  evidence  of  this  will  manifest  itself  from 
the  i2th  to  the  14th  day  after  the  first  contact. 

The  instructions  they  issue  as  to  prevention  and  as  being 
within  the  province  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  are  : — 

I. — For  Infant  Schools. 

(a)  — When  a  few  cases  only  are  present  : — Exclude  the 
patients  and  infants  living  with  them. 

(b)  — When  more  cases: — Close  the  affected  class  or 
school  from  the  9th  to  the  14th  day. 

(c)  — When  it  is  clear  that  the  school  attendance  is  the 
chief  medium  of  spread,  close  the  school. 

IF — For  Boys  and  Girls  Schools. 

(d)  E.xclude  all  who  aie  attacked,  but  only  those  from 
infected  homes  who  have  not  had  measles. 

They  further  advise  that  on  the  grounds  of  efficiency  and 
economy,  apart  from  hope  of  prevention,  it  may  be  necessary 
to  close  a  class  or  a  school  when  the  attendance  has  fallen  to 
a  certain  minimum,  but  that  this  procedure  should  emanate 
from  the  School  Authority  on  the  advice  of  the  School 
Medical  Officer  aiul  not  from  the  Sanitary  Authority  on  the 
adv’ice  of  the  Metlical  Officer  of  Health. 


Medical  Officer’s 


8 


Efforts  were  made  to  suppress  the  outbreak  by  taking  the 
course  suggested  in  a.  and  d.,  but  in  spite  of  these  the 
disease  spread  to  such  an  extent  as  seriously  to  affect  the  scliool 
attendance.  1  therefore  appealed  to  the  School  Medical 
Officer,  but  as  the  memorandum  had  only  been  issued  a  few 
days  and  its  instructions  were  rather  complicated,  he  requested 
me  to  take  the  responsibility  of  advising  the  closure  of  the 
schools,  and  this  was  done  by  special  reports  to  this  Council. 

The  High  Street  Infants  Council  Schools  were  first 
affected  and  were  closed  from  Oct,  12th  to  Nov.  ist  on  a 
first  report,  and  from  Nov.  ist  to  Nov.  22nd  on  a  second  report. 

'I'he  Mount  Pleasant  Council  Schools  suffered  con¬ 
currently  from  Whooping  Cough  and  Measles  for  which  the 
Infant  Department  was  closed  from  Nov.  3rd  to  Nov.  29th. 

The  Sunday  School  Authorities  throughout  the  district 
were  also  asked  to  exclude  during  the  period  of  closure  of 
the  above  Infants  Schools,  all  children  under  seven  years  of 
age. 


I  have  had  no  experience  of  the  working  of  the  suggestion 
made  in  clause  b,  but  am  convinced  that  where  prompt  diagnosis 
of  the  earlier  cases  by  the  teachers  under  the  direct  supervision 
of  a  School  Medical  Officer  can  be  obtained  and  immediate 
action  taken,  an  epidemic  originating  among  school  children 
might  be  averted,  especially  in  districts  of  a  rural  character. 

'I'he  following  particidars  as  to  School  Attendance  were 
supplied  by  the  head  teachers  : — 


High  Street  Council  School,  Infant  Department. 


Hate. 

No.  on  Roll. 

Average 

Per  cent. 

present. 

present. 

Sep.  3 

404 

373 

9^1  Normal 
91J 

10 

404 

371 

..  0 

398 

353 

89 

24 

397 

341 

86 

Oct.  1 

397 

310 

75 

M  8 

402 

300 

75 

„  12 

408 

283 

69 

>  2, 

,  closed  for  3 

weeks. 

Nov.  I 

407 

263 

64 

Nov.  I 

,  closed  till  November 

22. 
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Mount  Pleasant  (-ouucil  Schools,  Infant  Department. 

Oct.  19  196  161 

,,  29  197  137 

Xov.  3,  closed  till  .Xovember  29. 

M  hoopin'^  Cou2;h  took  a  mildly  epidemic  form  in  Mount 
Pleasant  in  October,  and  continued  to  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  uncertainty  of  distinguishing  the  disease  in  its  earliest 
stages  renders  it  one  of  the  most  difficult  to  prevent.  Since, 
moreover,  parents  who  would  hesitate  to  expose  their  children 
when  suffering  from  less  harmful  diseases,  take  these  little 
patients  into  tramcars,  railway  carriages  and  places  of  public 
resort,  and  frequently  press  their  attendance  at  school,  there  is 
little  wonder  that,  especially  in  populous  districts  like  Quarry 
Bank,  little  can  be  done  to  arrest  an  outbreak.  In  the  memor¬ 
andum  quoted  above  the  means  of  prevention  advised  are  on 
parallel  lines  to  those  in  the  case  of  measles. 

This,  perhaps  the  most  universal  of  epidemic  diseases,  is 
now  an  annual  visitant,  and  has  in  1909  claimed  three  victims. 
It  is  quite  time  the  public  became  convinced  of  its  extreme 
infectiousness,  and  of  the  risk  of  exposing  the  aged  and 
debilitated  to  the  chance  of  contracting  it. 

I  here  has  been  little  or  no  epidemic  Diarrhoea  this  year, 
and  not  a  single  death  was  attributed  to  it.  This  is,  I  believe, 
unicjue  in  your  annual  returns,  and  may  be  due  to  some  extent 
to  the  prompter  methods  insanitary  matters.  Early  in  August 
I  wrote  to  your  .Sanitary  Inspector  asking  his  special  attention 
during  that  and  the  following  month  to  scavenging,  street 
watering,  and  refuse  removal,  as  being  among  the  important 
steps  in  the  prevention  of  diarrhceal  outbreaks,  and  his  ready 
response  seems  to  have  borne  good  results.  The  common 
house  fly  is  credited  with  being  a  very  active  agent  in  the 
causation  of  Diarrhcea  and  Puiteric  Fever,  and,  if  this  is  so, 
much  of  the  recent  improvement  may  be  traced  to  the  cold  and 
damp  Autumns  of  the  last  three  or  four  years  having  had  a 
deterrent  effect  on  the  breeding  of  Hies.  Middens  and  manure 
heaiis  are  the  breeding  grounds  of  these  pests,  and  they  carry- 
direct  from  them  particles  of  noxious  substances  into  the  houses 
and  deposit  them  on  food  and  utensils.  This  is  not  theory,  as 
.such  flies  when  carefully  examined,  have  been  found  to  have  on 
ineir  feet  disease-producing  germs  similar  to  those  existing  in 
the  midden  contents.  Middens  abound  in  jour  district  as  a 
staiuling  menace  to  the  health  of  the  peo|)le,  and  all  efforts  to 
protect  the  food  from  flies  are  unscientific  and  futile  until  their 
breeding  grounds  are  removed. 


WllOOpilljr 

Cough 
Deaths  4. 


Influenza. 
3  Ueatlis. 


Epideinit; 
Ilianhoea. 
No  death. 
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M  kdicai,  ( )rT'inKi{’s 


Zymotic 
Discuses. 
Deal  li  Mite 
3-25. 


'The  term  Zymotic  Diseases  includes  Smallpox,  Measles, 
Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Ciough,  ni|)htheria.  Membranous 
Croup,  Typhus,  Enteric  and  Continued  Fever,  Cholera,  and 
Diarrhoea.  'I'he  Zymotic  death-rate  used  to  be  regarded  as  the 
index  of  the  state  of  sanitgftion  in  a  district,  Init  although  in 
respect  of  Diarrhoea,  Cholera,  Enteric  Fever  and  [lossibly 
Diphtheria,  it  has  considerable  value,  it  may  be  taken  generally 
that  in  a  population  consisting  largely  of  young  children,  the 
Zymotic  death-rate,  when  related  to  Measles,  Whooping  Cough 
or  Diarrhoea,  will  nearly  always  exceed  that  where  the  adult 
ty|ie  of  pojiulation  predominates.  Quarry  Rank  belongs  to  the 
former  class.  There  is,  however,  nothing  more  certain  than 
that  want  of  attention  to  sanitary  noatters  greatly  augments  the 
risk  of  tliarrhoeal  diseases,  and  in  all  cases  so  lowers  the  general 
vitality  as  to  induce  severe  or  fatal  consequences  more  readily 
from  disease  of  any  kind. 

'I’he  very  high  Zymotic  Death-rate  this  year  is  accounted 
for  by  the  epidemic  of  Measles  and  W'hooping  Cough. 

'I'he  rates  previously  recorded  are — 


rqoo 

235 

1904 

2-43 

1901 

173 

1905 

I'OO 

1902 

274 

1906 

...  I7I 

1903 

1-72 

1907 

...  1-41 

r9o8 

...  1-41 

TABf.E  I. 

—  Deaths 

from  Zymotic 

Disease. 

Measles  ... 

16 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

Whooping  Cough  ...  4 

Diphtheria 

I 

Total 

.  23 

'I'ABLE  II. 

.Synopsis 

of  Birth  and  Death-rates  in  Quarry 

Bank  District, 

County  of  Stafford,  and  England. 

Quarry 

(  kiunt  V  of  .Staflord 

Fn^land  &  Wales 

Hank, 

1908, 

1908, 

1909 

fjenl.  Urban  only 

Geiil.  Large  towns 

Rirth-rate 

. 32-5 

3'^'3  314 

26-5  26‘9 

Ceneral 

death-rate 

correcteil  ...  17  80 

14-6  150 

147  14-9 

Infantile 

leath-rate  ...  130 

1 30-9  139 

I  2  I  129 

Zymotic 

.  3‘25 

1-32  1-49 

1-29  1-59 

Phthisis 

.  I '4 1 

087  077 

1  I  I 
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After  the  remarkably  low  Infantile  Death-rates  of  96  in 
1907  and  89  in  1908,  a  rate  of  130  comes  as  a  fjreat  disappoint¬ 
ment.  'I'able  II.  in  the  te.xt,  and  Table  I.  (L.G.B.)  give 
com])ari.sons  with  other  districts  and  other  years  of  a  more 
cheerful  character,  as  although  130  is  far  higher  than  we  could 
wish,  it  is  much  below  the  average  of  the  previous  ten  years, 
and  compares  favourably  with  the  Infantile  Death-rates  of  the 
County  of  Stafford  and  of  large  towns  in  England.  As  already 
e.xplained,  the  epidemics  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough 
account  for  most,  if  not  for  all  of  the  increase  m  the  General  and 
Infantile  Death-rates,  and  as  these  do  not  depend  to  any  great 
degree  on  local  conditions,  the  death-rates  this  year  do  not 
necessarily  reflect  any  great  defect  in  the  sanitary  administration 
of  the  district.  As  bearing  on  the  question  of  Infantile  Mortality 
the  following  facts  may  be  noted  : — 


The  subject  of  Infant  Hygiene  is  still  taught  in  the  Council 
Schools  to  the  elder  girls. 

1  here  is  no  creche  in  the  district,  nor  so  far  as  I  can  learn 
need  of  one. 


I  he  midwives  are  of  the  untrained  variety,  holding  their 
certificates  for  long  service  only. 

d  here  is  no  public  nurse  in  the  district,  either  appointed  by 
the  Council,  school  authorities,  or  public  or  private  subscription. 


there  is,  howevei',  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  a 
movement  to  instal  a  district  nurse  remunerated  by  public 
subscription,  and,  especially  if  she  came  at  all  under  the  control 
of  the  Council,  it  might  be  well  to  adopt  the  Notification  of 
Births  Act,  1907,  by  which  it  becomes  incumbent  on  parents 
and  others  to  notify  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  the  birth 
of  a  child  within  36  hours.  Under  the  present  system  the  birth 
is  notified  to  the  Registrar  (not  to  the  Medical  Officer)  within 
six  weeks,  and  it  is  usually  over  three  weeks  before  this  takes 
place.  Many  children  are,  therefore,  dead  before  their  birth  is 
officially  recognised,  and  it  is  the  object  of  the  Notification  of 
Births  Act  to  enable  observatifins  to  be  taken  and  advice  to  be 
given  immediately  alter  birth.  A  nurse  shoidd  call  as  soon  as 
IJOssible  after  the  birth  of  the  child  to  take  these  observations 
and  give  advice  where  needed.  It  might  be  argued  that  if  the 
law  insisted  in  all  cases  on  the  attendance  during  child-birth  of 
a  medical  man  (jr  a  competent  trained  midwife,  there  would  be 
no  neetl  of  a  special  nurse.  But,  unfortunately,  it  is  not  enough 

le 

by  advice  of  the  wise  woman 
le  nurse  must  counsel,  assist,  and  su[)erin- 


IIVII.'V,.  V.I  I  1 1  v/l  1 1.1  I  la,  ,  IL  J 

to  have  given  advice,  as  this  is  only  too  often  neutralised  by  tin 
conflicting  family  traditions  or  by  advice  of  the  wise  womai 
always  at  hand 


Tht 


Infantile 
Mortality 
130-4  iier  1000 
births. 
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Medic'ai.  OpFicEn’s 


School  Modical 
Inspection 


Inquests. 


Un-cei'tified 

Deaths. 


tend  until  the  mother  has  thrown  off  these  fetters,  and  the  truth 
of  the  nurse’s  recouimendation  is  established. 

This  is  under  the  control  of  the  County  Education  Authority, 
so  that  I  have  not  any  intimate  knowledge  of  the  methods  used 
or  work  done.  Whth  the  e.xception  of  a  case  of  Pulmonary 
'1  Liberculosis  from  the  Worcestershire  School  Medical  Officer,  no 
case  has  been  referred  to  me  for  investigation. 

Five  inquests  have  been  held,  the  verdicts  being  three  from 
natural  causes,  one  from  burns,  and  one  from  syncope  during 
an  operation  in  the  Queen’s  Hospital,  Birmingham. 

Two  deaths  were  returned  as  uncertified. 


Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

Fifty-nine  cases  of  the  usual  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
have  been  reported,  details  of  which  will  be  found  in  Table  III. 
(L.G.B.).  Seven  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  among  poor 
persons  have  also  been  notified  by  the  District  Medical  Officer 
in  his  official  capacity,  under  the  Public  Health  Tuberculosis 
Regulations,  1908. 
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TABLE  III. 


Diseases  notified  since  the  adoption  of  the  Notification 
Infectious  Diseases  Act,  1893. 


Siiiall-pox. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous  Croup. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Continued  Fever. 

Typhus. 

^  Puerperal. 

Erysipelas. 

Removal  to  Hospital 

from  ■ 

Quarry  Bank. 

Deaths  in  Ho.cpital 

among  Quarry  Bank 

patients. 

1893  40 

8 

9 

2 

4 

22  .Small-pox 

I 

1594 

0 

14 

5 

1 

I 

5 

6  Small-pox 

0 

>895 

... 

246 

I 

121 

5 

3S  Enteric 

2 

1090  ... 

37 

I 

15 

2 

S 

II  Enteric 

2 

1697 

13 

I 

5 

.  • 

6 

2  Enteric 

0 

1898 

69 

1 

I 

12 

1  1 

7  Enteric 

0 

1899 

... 

10 

I 

3 

3 

8 

I  Scarlet 

0 

1900 

9 

10 

... 

IS 

6  Enteric 

0 

1901 

33 

I 

6 

2 

1 1 

I  Scarlet 

0 

3  Enteric 

I 

1902 

17 

2 

4 

2 

IS 

I  Enteric 

0 

'903 

23 

42 

0 

5 

s 

23  Small-pox 

2 

I  Scarlet 

1 

i 

! 

2  Enteric 

1 

1904 

33 

2 

8 

3 

2  Enteric 

0 

1905 

93 

I 

2 

6 

2  Scarlet 

0 

1906^ 

So 

5 

16 

6 

1 1  Enteric 

I 

i 

I  Scarlet 

0 

1907 

9 

3 

s 

6 

0 

1 90S, 

13 

5 

8 

I  Enteric 

0 

1909; 

49 1 

1 

1 

-  1 

• 

6 

0 

Scarlet  Fever,  which  is  always  more  or  less  present  in  this, 
as  in  most  other  urban  districts,  has  been  rather  prevalent 
during  the  latter  halt  of  the  year.  It  was,  and  has  been  for 
many  years,  of  a  mild  type.  There  was  no  special  clue  to  aid 
me  in  tracing  its  origin.  The  milk  supply  was  investigated, 
and  in  one  instance,  where  three  cases  occurred  simultaneously 
among  jiersons  supplied  from  a  certain  dairy,  the  possibility  of 
milk  infection  was  raised,  but  nothing  was  found  to  warrant 
suspicion.  I  he  disease  affected  alike  those  who  had  Privy 
Middens  and  W.C.’s.  Prob.ably  the  most  important  means  of 
Its  spreading  is  by  persons  suffering  from  sore  throats,  such  as 
are  known  to  be  common  among  attendants  on  patier.ts  with 
Scarlet  fever.  I  have  enquired  carefully  into  every  case  a.s  to 
there  having  been  previous  cases  of  sore  throat  in  the  house, 
and  in  several  instances  not  only  did  I  obtain  positive  replies, 


SL'arlet  Fever. 
Cases  49 
Deatli  2 
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but  it  was  possible  to  trace  the  disease  to 

sources  sometimes 

within  and  sometimes 

beyond  your  district. 

I  emphasised  at 

your  monthly  meeting  the  great  necessity 

of  regarding  these 

sore  throats  as  being 

Scarlet  Fever  of  an 

abortive  type,  and 

attended  with  as  much 

risk  to  others  as  the  fully  developed  disease, 
TABLE  IV. 

Showing  the  Streets  in 

which  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  etc.,  occurred. 

SCARLET  FEVER, 

Streets. 

Date  of  First  Case. 

No.  of  Cases. 

Queen  Street . 

.  January  i6th  ... 

.  4 

Birch  Coppice  .. 

.  3 

Bower  Lane  . 

.  4 

Brickkiln  Street. . . 

.  April  5th . 

.  4 

West  Street  . 

.  May  29th  . 

.  2 

Hill  Street . 

.  r 

Victoria  Road  ... 

.  June  28th  . . 

.  3 

Maughan  Street 

New  Street  . 

.  July  ist  . 

High  Street  . 

.  10 

Dunn’s  Bank . 

.  I 

Evers  Street  . 

.  August  25th  ... 

.  I 

Oak  Street . 

.  I 

Cradley  Forge  ... 

.  October  29th  .... 

Brook  Street . 

.  2 

Ravensitch  . 

.  November  30th  , 

.  I 

Merry  Hill  . 

.  December  4th. 

.  I 

Stour  Hill  . 

.  December  7  th 

.  I 

Aston’s  Fold . 

Total  . 

ERYSIPELAS. 

.  49 

New  Street  . 

.  January  23rd  _ 

.  I 

Brickkiln  Street... 

.  I 

Sheffield  Street  ... 

.  April  20th  . 

.  3 

Salt  Brook  End 

.  June  8tl.  . 

.  I 

I'otal  . 

DIPHTHERIA. 

.  6 

Maughan  .Street 

.  March  29th . 

.  I 

High  .Street  . 

.  (October  ist... 

.  I 

Total  . 

.  2 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

_  IniJUPii'v  20tJi 

.  I 

Probable  cause,  oysters  ?  Insanitai) 

/  premises. 

Annual  Retort. 
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The  only  case  of  this  disease  reported  was  attributable  to 
taking  oysters,  but  there  were  several  sanitary  defects  on  the 
premises,  which  received  prompt  remedy.  When  notified  the 
patient  was  too  ill  for  removal  to  the  hospital.  Kvery  care  was 
taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease,  and  the  covered 
pail  and  disinfectants  provided  by  the  Council  doubtless  con¬ 
tributed  largely  to  success. 


Two  cases  were  notified.  In  one  the  premises  had  faulty 
drains,  in  the  other  the  patient,  a  child,  was  said  to  be  subject 
to  croup.  Privy  middens  were  present  in  both  cases.  Inve.s- 
tigation  of  the  milk  supply  gave  negative  results.  Anti- 
diphtheritic  serum,  formerly  stocked  by  the  Council,  is  never 
asked  for.  The  medical  men  provide  what  is  needed,  and  the 
disease  is  here  so  rare  as  scarcely  to  merit  special  recognition. 

This  is  also  very  rare.  The  only  case  was  attended  by  a 
medical  man  from  the  first,  a  midwife  assisting.  A  difficult 
and  complicated  operation  was  required,  and  this  probably 
tended  to  induce  the  disease.  The  midwife  was  suspended  from 
practising  for  a  short  period,  and  advised  as  to  disinfecting  her 
hands  and  clothing. 


Entei'ie 
Fever. 
Case  1. 
Deutli  0, 


Diphtlieriii 

and 

Membianons 
Croup. 
Cases  ‘I 
Death  1 


Piieri)eial 
Fever 
Case  1 
Death  0 


As  usual  this  disease  affected  adults,  and  presented  no  Erysipelas 

special  features,  either  as  to  character  or  distribution.  Closes  6 

Deaths  0 

The  death-rate  of  this  disease  seems  to  be  gradually  Pulmonary 
increasing  of  late  years,  being  this  year  i'4i,  against  i’27  in  Tuherculosi.s 
1908,  and  an  average  of  t-02  for  the  preceding  ten  years.  Tlie  iqiorted 
ten  deaths  occurred  in  the  following  streets: — High  Street,  2  ;  p)-.)  ,  1 

Stour  Hill,  2  ;  Birch  Coppice,  2  ;  Bower  Lane,  r  ;  Mount  '  Vo 
Pleasant,  i  ;  Level  Wood,  r  ;  Queen  Street,  r.  Under  the  Death-rate 
Public  Health  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1908,  which  took  ^  ■41- 
effect  from  January  1st,  1909,  seven  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  have  been  notified  to  me  by  the  District  Medical  Officer. 

1  hey  occurred  one  in  each  of  the  following  streets:  —  Bower  Pane, 

Stour  Hill,  Level  Wood,  High  Street,  Mount  Pleasant,  Oak 
Street  and  Brook  .Street.  Each  case  was  visited  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  myself,  and  such  assistance  and  advice  was  given 
as  lay  in  our  power.  Disinfectants  and  spit  cups  were  su implied 
by  the  Council,  and  the  patients  and  friends  instructed  as  to  the 
infectious  nature  of  the  disease  and  the  necessity  for  fresh  aii-. 

The  Poor-law  Authoritie.s  offered  to  send  one  of  the  cases  to  a 
Sanatorium,  but  she  refused  to  go.  P'our  of  the  seven  died 
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during  the  year.  From  the  first  inspection  it  was  obvious  to  my 
mind  that  such  means  could  be  only  palliative.  Poverty,  over¬ 
crowding,  and  general  lack  of  interest  bespoke  a  struggle  for 
the  means  of  subsistence.  It  was  painful  to  emphasise  the  need 
of  good  food  and  plenty,  where  one  full  meal  a  day  was  a 
practical  impossibility,  of  fresh  air  and  space  where  in  one  case 
nine  persons  occupied  one  bedroom  of  a  total  capacity  of  about 
1, 600  cubic  feet  and  in  most  others  four  or  five  persons  shared 
the  same  bedroom,  and  of  sunlight  in  buildings  which  seemed 
specially  designed  to  exclude  the  rays  of  the  sun.  Fortunately 
the  poor  live  much  in  the  open  air  ;  as  long  as  they  can  stand, 
the  front  door  and  the  street  corners  are  their  sanatoria.  Not 
until  the  whole  matter  is  taken  up  with  a  bold  hand,  and  they 
are  lifted  from  their  starving,  hopeless,  degrading  and  unwhole¬ 
some  conditions  can  any  real  progress  be  made  in  the  battle  on 
their  behalf.  Until  recent  years  all  that  was  done  was  “to  close 
the  stable  door  after  the  horse  had  gone,”  but  a  new  principle  is 
at  work.  “Prevention”  is  the  watchword  of  the  future,  and 
those  who  would  see  an  end  of  consumption  must  apply  them¬ 
selves  to  strengthen  the  constitution  and  maintain  the  health  of 
the  poor  by  giving  them  fresh  environments  and  better  oppor¬ 
tunities  than  they  have  at  present.  Grinding  poverty  involves 
overcrowding,  and  in  these  conditions  there  is  little  wonder  that 
the  poor  develop  vicious  or  careless  habits,  and  that  they  fall 
ready  victims  to  all  kinds  of  diseases.  More  work  for  the  willing 
if  it  can  be  got,  a  better  allowance,  either  as  pensions  for  the 
aged  and  infirm,  or  as  pecuniary  relief  for  the  out-of  work  ;  more 
sanitary  dwellings  and  better  enlightenment  of  the  people  011 
matters  relating  to  health  ;  these  are  the  weapons  by  which  the 
Tuberculosis  demon  must  be  fought  if  the  issue  is  to  be  favour¬ 
able  and  permanent.  Every  person  suffering  from  active 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  must  be  regarded  as  a  centre  for  the 
spread  of  the  disease,  and  should  be  taught  so  to  regard  the  health 
of  others,  that  he  will,  without  supervision  destroy  his  expec¬ 
torations,  and  take  such  precautions  in  company,  and  especially 
in  the  house,  that  the  risk  of  infecting  others  would  be  reducetl 
to  a  minimum.  Last  year  I  cited  a  family  in  Quarry  Bank  in 
which  in  two  and  a  half  years  seven  members  died  of  this 
disease,  and  since  then  another  has  died.  These  instances  are 
not  .specially  rare,  and  afford  a  striking  object  lesson  of  the 
danger  of  infection  in  Consumption.  One  patient  in  your 
district,  who  was  fortunately  well  provided  for,  lived  and  worked 
about  20  years  after  the  disease  was  well  established.  In  my 
own  |)ractice  there  are  many  patients,  also  fairly  well  provided 
for,  who  were  undoubtedly  consumptive,  and  have  recovered 
entirely,  d'hese  are  instances  of  what  is  possible  under  favour¬ 
able  circumstances.  What  is  being  done  in  Quarry  Rank  ? 


r.— Sanitary  supervision  as  far  as  is  compatible  with  the 
means  of  the  people. 

“•  Ibsintection  of  bedrooms  after  death. 

3.— Notification  of  parish  patients  sulTering  from  the 
disease,  with  syste  natic  visiting,  inspection  and  advice. 

What  remains  to  be  done? 

r.  — More  liberal  treatment  of  the  poor  and  infirm. 

“•  N’otification  of  ALL  cases,  actual  or  tlireatening. 

3’  Sanatoiium  treatment  in  the  earlier  stages. 

4  — Protection  of  the  sound  from  the  sick  by  means  of 
modified  isolation,  such  as  separate  beds  or  bedrooms,  with 
disinfection  and  destruction  of  expectoration. 


I  he  pecuniary  relief  of  the  very  poor  and  the  provision  of 
medical  attendance  belongs  at  present  to  the  Guardians  of  the 
n  notification,  this  should  not  be  reserved  solely  for 
larish  Patients,  but  should  be  extended  to  all.  Had  this  been 
done  the  earlier  of  the  eight  cases  quoted  above  would  have  led 
to  steps  being  taken  to  protect  the  other  members  of  the  family. 

re  ._anitary  Authorities  should  also  combine  to  provide  or 
subscribe  towards  a  well-equipped  sanatorium,  such  as  I  under¬ 
stand  is  under  consideration  by  the  County  Authorities. 


,,  1908 
.1  1907 
1906 


Dr.  Taylor,  the  Public  Vaccinator,  has  again  kindly 
given  me  the  following  statistics  of  the  number  of  children 
\accinated  by'  him  in  Quarry  Bank  : — 

In  1909  46  1905  48 

52  1904  67 

1903  60 

55 

Much  of  the  vaccination  in  the  district  is  of  the  one 
mark  cJa.ss,  which  has  been  shewn  to  be  much  less  efficacious 
in  t  le  protection  against  smallpo.x  than  vvdien  four  marks  are 
obtained. 

SANITARY  NOTES. 

See  Surveyor’s  I^eports. 

The  number  of  w.c.’s  is  steadily  increasing.  The  privy 
niK  t  ens  are,  generally'  speaking,  covered  in,  but  scarcely  any 
o  t  lein  are  free  from  risk  to  health,  and  many  are  a  positive 
scanc  a  .  It  is  useless  to  talk  to  the  rising  generation  on 
matters  relating  to  health,  when  at  their  very  doors  such  vile 
collections  of  putrul  and  noxious  materials  are  allowed.  The 


Vaccination 

Kctiinis. 


Drainage, 
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Scavenging. 


Water  Siipjily 


Slaughter 
IloiiBcs  anrl 
Meat 

Ins]ieetion. 


finest  object  lesson  that  tlie  Council  could  provide  would  be 
to  sweep  away  these  abominations,  and  to  substitute  the  w.c.’s 
and  covered  bins  which  were  contemplated  when  your  costly 
and  efficient  main  drainage  was  laid  down.  Part  III.  of  the 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  has  not  yet  been 
adopted.  It  gives  power  to  insist  on  w.c.’s  being  substituted 
for  the  privy  midden,  and  it  might  be  well  in  some  cases  to 
be  able  to  use  this  power,  although  with  a  poor  and 
prejudiced  class  of  property  owners,  diplomacy  and  patience 
seem  to  accomplish  almost  as  much  as  can  be  effected  by  law. 
The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  supplied  the  following  particulars  ; 

Total  number  of  Privy  Middens  in  district  430 

292] 

4  -30^ 

12I 

I  I 


Do. 

Ordinary  Water  Closets 

Do. 

Slop  Closets 

Do. 

Trough  Closets 

Do. 

Pan  Closet 

Total  ...  739 

The  Council  have  decided  recently  that  the  w.c.’s  to  be 
sanctioned  in  the  future  must  be  of  the  straight  back  wash¬ 
down  type.  Wash-out,  hopper,  plug,  valve,  and  especially 
slop  closets,  are  liable  to  fouling,  while  the  last-named  are 
not  free  from  the  danger  of  young  children  falling  into  them. 
During  the  year  condemnatory  reference  was  made  to  bell 
traps,  a  few  of  which  I  noticed  during  my  inspections. 

This  is  done  by  a  Contractor,  and  with  little  complaint 
from  the  public.  A  covered  cart  in  place  of  open  ones,  and 
a  destructor,  are  ideals  which  I  hope  some  day  to  see  realised. 


This  is  most  satisfactory,  being  almost  entirely  from  the 
South  Staffordshire  Water  Works  mains.  Eleven  houses  have 
been  laid  on  during  the  year,  making  a  total  of  1,482  now 
supplied  by  them.  A  few  houses  in  Caledonia  are  attached 
to  the  Stourbridge  Water  Works  mains,  and  still  a  few  in 
outlying  districts  have  to  rely  on  wells. 

There  are  four  Slaughter-houses  in  the  district,  all  in 
clean  ami  satisfactory  condition.  They  are  visited  by  the 
Inspector  weekly  during  slaughtering  hours.  The  Inspector 
does  not  hold  a  special  certificate,  as  when  he  passed  his 
examination  in  sanitation  this  work  was  covered  by  the  cur¬ 
riculum  required.  There  have  been  very  few  cases  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  and  the  affected  parts  are  generally  destroyed  by  the 
butcher  under  his  furnace.  At  times  the  large  blast  furnaces 
of  the  locality  have  been  used  for  this  purpose.  Care  is  taken 
that  such  parts  are  not  given  to  other  animals  as  food,  or 
placed  on  the  tips.  Suspicious  articles  of  food  have  been 
submitted  to  me  on  several  occasions. 


Annum,  llKi'oin'. 


19 


I  lie  Dairies  aiul  Co'.vslieJs  are  inspected  regularly.  The  p  ,  ,  , 
Dairies  are  clean,  and  the  Cowsherls  and  Cows,  although 
much  below  the  desired  stamlard,  she\v  some  improv^ement 
as  to  cleanliness.  Structurally,  only  one  or  two  are  really 
suitable  for  the  purpose.  1  he  tlairy  cows  are  examined  by 
your  appointed  Vetei  inary  .Surgeon  when  necessary,  but  he 
has  not  been  needed  for  this  purpose  during  the  year,  as  I 
am  informed  by  your  Inspector,  “  the  cowkeepers  in  your 
district  are  too  careful,  and  part  immediately  with  any  sus 
pectei-i  animal  to  some  one  in  a  district  where  the  Medical 
(.)fficer  and  Sanitary  Inspector  are  not  so  particular.”  If  we 
should  find  a  cow  or  ox  suffering  from  Tuberculosis,  as  cer¬ 
tified  by  the  \  eterinary  Surgeon,  it  would  be  ordered  to  be 
destroyed  and  compensation  made  to  the  owner. 


These  are  becoming  fewer  each  year,  and  I  seldom  now 
get  a  complaint  about  them. 


Pii'stios 


None  in  district. 


Offensive 

Trades. 


There  are  many  dilapidated  houses  in  the  district  owln"  Overorowding 
to  mining  operations.  On  the  other  hand,  when  the  sub-  house 

sidences  liave  settled  down,  it  is  surprising  how  soon  new 
houses  are  built  on  the  old  sites.  According  to  the  census  in 
1901  thei e  were  1,359  houses  in  the  district,  and  the  av'erat^e 
number  of  persons  per  hou‘-:e  was  5-09.  The  South  Stafford¬ 
shire  Water  Works  Company  inform  me  that  this  year  they 
have  1,482  houses  on  their  service  in  Quarry  Bank,  so  that 
there  are  probably  1,500  houses.  On  the  basis  of  tlie  census 
these  should  accommodate  over  7,500  persons.  The  estimated 
population  is,  however,  only  7)075>  tvnd  unless  some  error  has  ' 
arisen  as  to  the  number  of  houses  or  the  estimated  population 
there  is  relatively  much  less  overcrowding  than  in  1901.  The 
census  of  1911  will  be  interesting  as  shewing  where  the  dis¬ 
crepancy  lies! 


^  In  March  last  I  inspected  all  the  vans  and  the  children  of  Van  dwcdlings 
Qe \an-dwtdlers  at  the  fair,  owing  to  a  rumour  that  a  case  of 
infectious  disease  was  being  concealed-  This  proved  to  be 
unfounded,  and  I  foinul  the  vans  and  children  reasonably  clean, 
the  vans  in  stnue  cases  particularly  so. 


None  in  district. 

iheie  IS  no  material  change  in  these  since  my  last  report. 


Cana!  I’xiats 
am!  ComniDn 
1,'alging 
I  louses 

Factories  and 
\\'oi'ks!io|is 
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In  conclusion,  I  have  to  thank  the  Members  and  Officers  of 
the  Council  for  their  kindly  assistance  in  the  performance  of  my 
duties. 

I  beg  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  M.  TIBBETTS. 

February  2nd,  1910. 


Table  1  of  the  Local  Government  Board  and  Staffordshire  County  Council. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1909  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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Table  III.  of  the  Local  Government  Board  and  Staffordshire  County  Council. 
CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1909. 
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Medical  Officer’s 


Coiijuint  Isolation  Hospital  for  Biierley  Hill  and  (^uany  Bank,  situated  in  (duariy  Bank. 


Annual  1’ki’Ort. 
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Table  IV.  of  the  Local  Government  Board  and 
Staffordshire  County  Council. 


Causes  of  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1909 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  at  the  subjoineu  ages  o! 

“  Residents  ”  whether  occurring 
in  or  beyond  the  District. 

—  OJ 

<  tx 
< 

Under 

I  year. 

I  and 
under  5 

1  ^ 

»  u. 

CC  D 

5 

1 

15  and 
under  25. 

25  and 
under  65. 

65  and 
upwards. 

■Measles 

i6 

3  !  13 

! 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

'  I 

Whooping  Cough 

-4 

I  i  3 

Diphtheria  (including  Membranous  croup 

I 

... 

I 

... 

Epidemic  Influenza  ... 

3 

I 

■■ 

I 

I 

Enteritis 

2 

...  I 

I 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  'I'uberculosis) 

10 

...  I 

2 

7 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

3 

I 

I 

I 

... 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

I 

... 

I 

Bronchitis  ... 

15 

3  !  I 

3 

8 

Pneumonia  ... 

9 

3  6 

■Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of  liver... 

4 

2 

2 

Premature  birth 

6 

6  ... 

Heart  diseases 

6 

... 

4 

2 

Accidents  .. 

2 

1 

... 

I 

Suicides 

...| 

I 

[ 

I 

All  other  causes  ...  ... 

41 

16  *  I 

3 

1 

I 

7  i 

1 

13 

All  cause.s 

126 

1  1 

32  1  30  i 

1 

6 

1 

4 

27 ; 

27 

Table  V.  of  the  Local  Government  Board  and  Staffordshire  County  Council. 
INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1909. 

Deatlis  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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Birlhs  in  )  legitimate  224 
I’opulaiiori  rstimated  to  middle  of  1909,  7075.  the  year  of)  illegitimate  '6 

1  )eaths  in  |  legitimate  infants  31 

the  year  of  |  illegitim  ite  do.  1  Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  -Ages,  126. 


Annual  IIeport. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES,  WORKPLACES 

AND  HOMEWORK. 


1  .—  INSPECTION. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Nura 

Inspections 

aer  of 
Written 
Notices 

FACTORIE.S  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

25 

0 

V\()RksH(_)PS  (includin,g  Workshop  Laundries) 
WORKPL.ACES  (other  than  Outworkers’  premises  included 

200 

14 

in  Part  3  of  this  Report) 

25 

0 

Total 

250 

14 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

Number 

of  defects 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

Want  of  Ventilation  ... 

48 

48 

Overcrowding... 

2 

2 

Other  Nuisances 

Sanitary  -j  Insufficient  . .  . . 

accom  modation  ‘  ^ nsuitable  or  defective  . 

.'Not  separate  for  sexes 

0 

4 

3 

4 

I 

I 

Sec.  22  of  P.H.A.  Amendment  Act,  iSgo,  has  been 
adopted  in  the  district.  20  persons  to  one  closet. 

Separate  for  different  sexes. 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse  (s.  lOl) 
Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for  bakehouses 

— 

— 

(ss.  97  to  too) .  , .  . 

_ 

Other  offences  (excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork 

which  are  included  in  Part  3  of  this  Report) 

— 

— 

Total 

58 

S8 

3.— HOMEWORK. 

Oulivorkcrs'  Lists  (s.  107). 

Wearing  Apparel  :  — 


Making  &c  /  •^sts  received  twice  in  a  year  Lists  i  Contractors  i  Workmen  3 
’  ■  \  Lists  received  once  in  a  year  Lists  i  Contractors  i  Workmen  3 

Cables  and  Chains  ; — 

Lists  received  twice  in  a  year  Lists  12  Contractors  6  Workmen  72 
Addresses  of  f  Received  from  other  Councils  ...  ...  6 

Outworkers! Forwarded  to  other  Councils  ..  .  2 

Inspections  of  Outworkers’  Premises  ...  ...  ...  nj. 

Outworkers  in  Infected  Preniists  (ss.  log,  iro). 

_ _ Instances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ’  ^ 

4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ... 


5. -OTHER  MATTERS. 

Class. 

Matters  Notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  133)... 


17 
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Table  VI.  of  the  Staffordshire  County  Council. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK 


Done  in  the  Muisance  Inspector' s  Department  during  the  Year  igog,  in  the  Urban  District 

of  Quarrv  Bank. 


Number  of 

Abatem’t 

Notices. 

N  ui’n’s  .Ab’t’d 

after  N’tice  bv 

Inspections 

and 

Observa¬ 

tions  made. 

Defects 

found. 

Informal  byj 
Inspector. 

Formal  bv 

.Authority. 

Inspector. 

.Authority. 

Dwelling-  f  Foul  Conditions 

180 

47 

27 

20 

27 

20 

houses  and  J  Structural  Defects 

74 

34 

15 

23 

15 

22 

Schools  )  Overcrowding 

30 

4 

4 

4 

— 

LUnfit  for  Habitation  ... 

29 

37 

37 

— 

37 

— 

Lodging-houses 

— 

— 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

64 

4 

4 

— 

4 

— 

Cowsheds 

64 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

26 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughter-houses 

80 

3 

ry 

0 

.  . 

0 

2 

Canal  Boats 

_ 

— 

— 

Ashpits  and  Privies  ... 

1046 

35 

20 

10 

20 

5 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

74 

74 

74 

— 

74 

— 

Water  Closets... 

108 

12 

12 

— 

12 

— . 

House  r Defective  Traps 

76 

3^ 

30 

2 

30 

2 

.<  No  Disconnection 

4 

4 

4 

— 

4 

'  - 

Drainage  (Other  faults,  such  as  obstructions  .. 

60 

60 

30 

30 

30 

30 

W ater  Supply .. . 

10 

I 

I 

I 

— 

Pigsties 

108 

35 

35 

— 

35 

— 

Animals  improperly  kept 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

10 

3 

3 

J 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances,  obstructions 

40 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

2083 

385 

299 

00 

299 

Si 

Nos. 


Number  of  Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  |  2 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken  for  .Analysis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  i  4 


Precautions  ag’ainst  Infectious  Disease.  i 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Disinfected  or  Destroyed  ...  ...  ...  ..  i  85 

Houses  Disinlected  after  Infectious  Disease  ...  ■  ...  ...  ...  ..  So 

Schools  ditto  ditto  ...  ...  ...  ..  17 


January  eoth,  igio. 


F.  A.  FURBER, 

Inspector  of  iVnisanees. 


Annual  llEPorn'. 
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Survegor’s  Report. 

1909. 


TO  THl^  C[I AIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
QUARRY  BANK  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 
(!entlemen, — 

Last  year  I  gave  the  full  record  of  the  rainfall,  as  theie  were 
striking  figures.  This  year  I  should  like  to  summarise  it  by 
saying  that  it  was  about  the  average,  but  spread  over  a  larger 
period. 


The  water  carts  were  out  for  the  purpose  of  street  watering 
on  68  days. 


SCAVENGING. 


The  team  work  in  some  months  was  exceptionally  heavy, 
and  general  attention  has  been  paid  to  it. 

The  practice  of  sweeping  out  shops  into  the  channels,  both 
in  High  Sti'eet  and  New  Street,  is  again  very  prevalent,  and  I 
have  made  many  strong  complaints  to  those  indulging  in  it. 
There  has  been  some  improvement  with  regard  to  the  children  as 
mentioned  in  my  last  report,  and  I  hope,  with  the  co-operation  of 
the  police,  to  entirely  remedy  this. 

SEWERAGE. 

The  work  of  Sewering  Thorns  Road  was  continued  up  to 
.Shaw’s  Cottages,  or  a  distance  of  about  1,020  yard.s,  and  most 
properties  are  connected  up  to  this.  'I'hose  who  have  failed  to 
do  so  are  being  dealt  with.  The  work,  which  was  completed 
early  in  the  April,  was  carried  out  directly  under  the  supervision 
of  your  Surveyor  by  the  unemployed  of  the  district,  and  worked 
out  at  a  rea.sonable  cost. 


It  is  proposed  t3  carry  out  a  short  length  of  Sewer  in  the 
Amblecote  Road  and  Deeley  Street,  and  so  complete  the  sewering 
of  this  portion  of  your  district. 

Flushing  has  been  carried  out,  the  cart  being  used  on  seven 
days  for  this  purpose.  Very  few  complaints  are  received  as  to 
sewer  gas  from  gratings. 
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STREET  WORKS. 

During  the  year  Plans  and  Specifications  were  prefiared  for 
tlie  making  up  of  East  Street  and  West  Street,  as  mentioned  in 
my  last  report,  d'he  work  is  now  in  progress  by  direct  labour, 
under  the  supervision  of  your  Surveyor. 

The  stipulated  amount  of  Pmwley  rag,  viz.,  330  tons,  was 
used  on  the  Main  Pmad,  while  100  tons  Rowley  and  230  tons 
cinder  was  used  on  the  other  roads  I  should  like  to  suggest  to 
yon  the  benefits  gained  by  the  use  of  tar-spraying.  This  work 
can  now  be  contracted  for  very  cheaply,  and  while  adding  to  the 
life  of  the  road  by  preventing  internal  attrition,  the  amount  of 
dust  and  mud  is  considerably  reduced. 

BUILDINGS 

Comparatively  few  plans  were  presented  to  you  for  approval. 
This  is  an  index  of  the  condition  of  the  building  trade  in  the 
district.  The  following  is  a  summary  :  — 


Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Warehouses  ...  ..  ...  2 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  2 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total...  ..  ...  15 


WATER  CLOSETS. 

Thirty  Water  Closets  have  been  put  in. 

I  am,  Centlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

FRANK  A.  FURP.EH, 


Surveyor. 


